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REVIEWS 


The American genealogical index; 
ed. by Fremont Rider. 26cm. Mid- 
dletown, Conn., Committee repre- 
senting the cooperating subscribing 
libraries, Wesleyan university station, 
1942. v.1. buckram $40 per year for 


four quarterly volumes. 


This is the first volume of what is ex- 
pected to be a service published on a “‘con- 
tinuous cumulation” principle. It indexes 


not only genealogies and family histories 
but some published books of early vital 
records of towns, churches, sects, etc. 

The service, supported by 41 cooperat- 
ing libraries, was begun in 1936 as a 
card index listing only family names, i.e., 
Ballard. In 1940 it became an index of 
family and first names, i.e., Ballard, Wil- 
liam. It is now being expanded to a 
full name index, i.e., Ballard, William 
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Abbot, published in book form to broaden 
its distribution and to increase its use- 
fulness. 

The first volume, “Aaron-Anthoney,” 
indexes 329 titles, 61 by full name and 
268 by family and first name only. Part 
I of the volume, a 48-page Key-title in- 
dex, printed on colored paper, lists and 
identifies the 329 titles. Part II, in ap- 
proximately 200 unnumbered plano- 
graphed pages, lists individuals with 
references back to the books listed in 
Part I in which information about those 
individuals is found. 

In using the book one must keep in 
mind that both first-name and full-name 
entries appear in Part II and that infor- 
mation about a person may be found 
under either type of heading. This is 
accounted for by the fact that the ma- 
jority of titles indexed have as yet been 
indexed only by family and first name, 
not by full name. It is expected that the 
full-name indexing of all books will be 
completed by the time the index has run 
through Z. 

More than 80 per cent of the titles 
analyzed are more completely indexed 
in this work than they are by the indexes 
which appear in the books themselves. 
Some do not contain indexes. This in- 
dex, therefore, gives many clues to gene- 
alogical material, not found elsewhere, 
and has the added advantage that all 
are assembled in one place. As many 
of the references are to books which give 
considerable biographical as well as 
genealogical data, the index can be used 
as an aid to biographical as well as 
genealogical research. 

A high standard of accuracy is main- 


tained throughout the work. The com- 
mittee on publication includes such 
persons as: Fremont Rider, Chairman; 
James I. Wyer ; Clara M. Rowell ; James 
Brewster; Winifred Gregory. 

The plan is to publish in book form 
an index to existing genealogical ma- 
terial and to new works as fast as the 
limited resources of the sponsoring com- 
mittee will permit. The Chairman of 
the committee has estimated that it will 
take 20 volumes to cover the alphabet 
from “A-Z” and that at the rate of 4 
volumes a year, 5 years will elapse before 
the “A” volumes are revised and reissued. 

The material which accumulates from 
continuous indexing will be divided— 
that which belongs in volumes not yet 
published will be incorporated in those 
volumes as they are prepared for the 
printer; that which belongs in volumes 
already published will be held until those 
volumes are revised. 

It is also planned to cumulate, pos- 
sibly once a year, the Key-title index 
(Part I) which is to appear in each 
volume. This will gradually build up 
in the latest cumulation a comprehensive 
bibliography in the field of genealogy. 

It is impossible to judge from volume 1 
alone what value the work has for Cana- 
dian libraries. For those families in 
Canada sharing a common ancestry with 
Americans who trace their families to 
pre-Revolutionary days the index has 
useful material. If eventually the work 
should include genealogies of the Cana- 
dian branches of these families in addi- 
tion to those of the United States, its 
value to a Canadian library collection 
would be increased. 
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Obviously this is a tool for libraries 
with well-developed genealogical collec- 
tions which contain a large number of 
the books indexed and for them it is 
recommended. 


The book of life; arranged and ed. by 
Newton Marshall Hall and Irving 
Francis Wood. 9th ed. 8v. 24cm. Chi- 
cago, John Rudin and co. 1940, 
c1923-1940. illus. 46 colored pl. 
maps. buckram $37.75 cash to schools 
and libraries. 

The 1940 “‘new victory edition” of the 
Book of life corresponds very closely to 
that of 1927 reviewed in Subscription 
Books Bulletin, July 1930. Conspicuous 
new material consists of a section called 
“Stories of hymns we love” in volume 1, 
additional passages from the book of 
Daniel in volume 4, and extended descrip- 
tions and interpretations of many great 
works of art printed on the reverse of the 
illustrations. 

The first volume contains Bible stories 
from both the Old and New Testaments 
retold for young children. It also has a 
few stories designed to initiate in children 
religious ideas concerning the world and 
things about them, some memory verses, 
poems, and hymns. Volumes 2 to 7 in- 
clude various parts of the King James 
version of the Bible grouped according to 
subject or style of writing with many 
poems and hymns interspersed between 
sections. Included are accounts of Bible 
heroes and pioneers, kings and captains, 
prophets and statesmen, a life of the 
Master, and Paul’s life and letters. The 
last volume contains material for studying 
and teaching the Bible, covering Bible 
stories and how to tell them, Biblical 


dramas and pageants, the manuscripts of 
the Bible, the Bible and religious art, lists 
of persons and places in the Bible, poems 
on religious subjects, outlines for Bible 
study, etc. There are also several in- 
dexes, such as one to quotations from the 
Bible in English and American literature 
and one to Biblical passages, as well as the 
general index to the whole work. How- 
ever, individual hymns discussed in the 
new chapter in volume | are not included 
in this index. 

The explanatory notes and questions as 
well as the material on Bible stories, 
dramas and pageants should be useful to 
religious teachers as well as school and 
library storytellers and recreation lead- 
ers. The work might be useful in either 
a young people’s or adult department of 
a public library where the topical group- 
ing of Bible stories should attract more 
than the usual Bible readers. Its chief 
drawback to general use in a library is the 
fact that any such material presented in a 
set of books seldom attracts readers. 
Secondly, the material does not lend itself 
easily to reference uses. For these reasons 
the Book of life is not recommended. 


Diary of world events . . . compiled 
by J. A. H. Hopkins, chairman, Na- 
tional bureau of information and edu- 
cation. 10v. [Baltimore, National 
advertising co.] c1942. $18.75 per 
set. 

The Diary of world events is planned 
as “a chronological record of the Second 
World War photographically reproduced 
from the American and foreign news- 
paper despatches [sic] as reported day 
by day, including maps, pictures, car- 
toons, anecdotes, official messages, re- 
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ports and declarations, and congressional 
acts. .. .” There are over 11,000 actual 
reproductions of newspaper clippings, 
maps and cartoons in the ten volumes. 
The Committee has examined only the 
first two volumes; the remaining volumes 
were to be off the press about July 1, 
1942. 

The set is divided into two parts. 
Part I consisting of volume 1 entitled 
The twilight zone, covers the dates 
Sept. 22, 1938 to Oct. 13, 1939, includ- 
ing its own index. Part II, The war 
period, consisting of volumes two to ten, 
continues the coverage to mid 1942 pre- 
sumably. Volume two contains the in- 
dex for the rest of the set and reproduc- 
tions of clippings covering the period 
Aug. 24, 1939 to January 1, 1940. The 
alphabetical indexes to the reproduced 
newspaper clippings seem to be quite com- 
plete with liberal cross references. 

The compiler plans to bring the set 
up to date with supplements, as required, 
at a cost of $2 per supplement. These 
supplements will be issued when there 
is an accumulation of approximately 200 
pages of items. Indexes for the supple- 
mentary volumes will continue the orig- 
inal headings and subheadings and are to 
be issued every four months. 

The newspaper clippings are taken 
mainly from the Baltimore Sun, with 
some from the New York Herald- 
Tribune and one or two Washington, 
D.C., papers. Since the clippings come 
from these few sources it is to be ques- 
tioned if they truly represent an exact 
cross section of fact, opinion and public 
attitude. A more representative selec- 
tion could be expected and if used would 


probably include those having private 
sources for facts of international im- 
portance, as the New York Times, the 
Christian Science Monitor, and certain 
news magazines. 

The compiler is the author of a book, 
Machine gun diplomacy, and some pam- 
phlets. 

The format of the set leaves much to 
be desired. The two volumes examined 
had paper covers. The clippings in these 
two volumes are poorly reproduced, in 
some cases words and parts of sentences 
are illegible through lack of ink, while in 
many other cases so much ink was used 
that smudges obscure sentences and even 
whole paragraphs. 

From examination of the first two 
volumes it appears that the set has little 
value for libraries, most of whom main- 
tain their own clipping files. Moreover 
newspaper accounts of events of this era 
are also available through other existing 
indexes used in conjunction with the 
newspaper files maintained by most 
medium-sized and large libraries. Diary 
of world events is not recommended. 


The dictionary of philosophy; ed. by 
Dagobert D. Runes. Ist ed. 25%4- 
cm. N.Y., Philosophical library and 
Alliance book corp., 1942. 343p. 
de luxe library ed. $10; teacher’s ed. 
$5. 

The aim of this dictionary, according 
to the preface “is to provide teachers, 
students and laymen interested in philoso- 
phy with clear, concise, and correct defini- 
tions and descriptions of the philosophical 
terms, throughout the range of philo- 
sophic thought.” The volume was 
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planned as a dictionary in English which 
would take cognizance of the most recent 
trends in philosophy. 

Dagobert D. Runes, the editor of this 
work, is also editor of the Journal of 
Aesthetics and Art Criticism and Philo- 
sophic Abstracts, periodicals issued by 
Philosophical library. Of the 72 con- 
tributors, 12 are listed in Who’s who in 
America, 2 in Who’s who. A number 
are professors of philosophy in American 
or foreign universities. 

The Dictionary of philosophy contains 
definitions of philosophical terms, brief 
sketches of schools of philosophy and in- 
dividual philosophers, and short articles 
covering metaphysics, ethics, epistemol- 
ogy, logic, philosophy of religion and of 
law, esthetics, etc. The.arrangement is 
alphabetical. Biographical entries, for 
living philosophers as well as for those 
of the past, usually include name, date of 
birth (and death), nationality, short 
sketch of life and work with summary of 
contribution to philosophy, brief bibliog- 
raphy and, occasionally, reference to 
source of further information. The 
form in which this data is presented varies 
considerably with the contributor; see 
entries for Geulinex, Arnold and Gio- 
berti, Vincenzo. Following each entry 
for a philosophical term the derivation 
is indicated, although Greek, Hebrew, 
etc. are transliterated. 

As in every work of collaboration in- 
consistencies are found. Cross references 
are frequent in the Dictionary of phi- 
losophy but they are not well organized. 
Within articles the abbreviation g.v. is 
used. At the end of articles see references 
appear to indicate sources of further in- 





formation, but see is also used to refer 
to related articles in the work itself. A 
more complete table of abbreviations 


would be helpful. In several instances 
the initials “P.L.” are used for Migne’s 
Patrologiae Latinae, a short cut that is 
not indicated in the table of abbreviations. 

The articles as a whole are very con- 
cise and each is signed by one of the 72 
contributors. 

In Publishers’ Weekly, March 28, 
1942, ten of the contributors and Irwin 
Edman, Julius Kraft and Joseph Ratner 
stated that they had objected to the pub- 
lication of the Dictionary of philosophy 
in its present form. Despite their efforts 
to delay publication until the work had 
been revised materially, they state that 
the work appeared with full responsibility 
assumed by Mr. Runes. They further 
affirm that they are unable to accept full 
responsibility for their individually signed 
articles, since in some cases changes have 
been made without the approval of the 
author concerned. 

The larger library would find this new 
work supplementary to Baldwin’s Dic- 
tionary of philosophy and psychology, 
3v. in 4, 1901-05, since it contains many 
terms from oriental philosophies and 
covers recent developments not found in 
the older work. The bibliographic infor- 
mation listing best-known works and 
critical and collected editions of philoso- 
phers, might prove useful although many 
libraries will not have the more scholarly 
volumes nor those in foreign languages. 

The binding of the de luxe library edi- 
tion will not be satisfactory for library 
use. The teacher’s edition of the Dic- 
tionary of philosophy in cloth binding 
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will have the durability needed by li- 
braries. Because certain of its contrib- 
utors refused to accept full responsibility 
for their individually signed articles, the 
volume is not recommended. 


Engineering encyclopedia; a con- 
densed encyclopedia and mechanical 
dictionary for engineers, mechanics, 
technical schools, industrial plants, and 
public libraries, giving the most essen- 
tial facts about 4500 important engi- 
neering subjects; ed. by Franklin D. 


Jones. 2v. 23¥%4cm. N.Y., Indus- 
trial pr., c1941. 1431p. illus. fabri- 
koid $8. 


The Engineering encyclopedia supplies, 
in condensed form, essential facts about 
standard and special engineering subjects. 

It defines terms in the various engineer- 
ing sciences, mathematics, chemistry and 
physics; treats machine shop terms with 
considerable fulness; discusses important 
mechanical laws, rules and principles as 
well as the physical properties and compo- 
sition of a large variety of materials used 
in engineering practice; describes the 
characteristic features and functions of 
different types of machine tools and of 
other classes of manufacturing equip- 
ment. The treatment of the 4500 topics 
covered varies from short paragraphs to 
articles of one or more pages. There 
are about 200 illustrations. 

All matter is arranged alphabetically 
under the heading or word likely to be 
referred to, thus making the encyclopedia 
practically self-indexing. Whenever the 
subject might properly be placed under 
more than one heading, additional head- 
ings are included with cross references. 


The treatment of material is adequate 
for the purpose for which the book was 
written. It is merely intended to de- 
scribe or define briefly the term, process, 
or tool; from this point one can proceed 
to other sources for more detailed infor- 
mation. However, there are numerous 
terms and processes which the reviewer 
failed to find listed in the work, such as 
anodizing, chromatizing, bonderizing or 
parkerizing, and lofting. There are also 
a few inadequacies in cross indexing, for 
example, the Bureau of Standards is 
listed under B, with no cross reference 
from Standards, Bureau of. 

The two volumes (v.1 contains A-K; 
v.2, L-Z) are attractively bound in 
serviceable red fabrikoid. The paper is 
good and the type is clear and readable. 

Franklin D. Jones, the editor of this 
work, has written several good books in 
the engineering and mechanical fields. 
This one bears the high standard of work- 
manship of his other works. 

The Engineering encyclopedia will be 
of value to engineers, mechanics, drafts- 
men, chemists and students, and will be 
useful to technical schools, manufactur- 
ing plants and libraries. 
mended. 


It is recom- 


Facts, the new concise pictorial en- 
cyclopedia. Ed.-in-chief and Ameri- 
can ed., Nella Braddy; British ed., 
Lawrence H. Dawson; European ed., 
Richard Friedenthal; introduction by 
John Erskine. Revised by William 
Hendelson. New rev. ed., complete in 
one volume. 25cm. N.Y., Doubleday, 
Doran & co., inc., 1941. 1934-41. 
1273p. 
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Previous editions of this title have been 
reviewed in Subscription Books Bulle- 
tin, April 1934 and January 1939. The 
publisher has informed us that the retail 
price of this volume will be discontinued 
as of January 1, 1942 and henceforth it is 
to be sold in connection with magazine 
subscriptions. The present revision is the 
work of William Hendelson, recently re- 
sponsible for revision of Modern concise 
encyclopedia, reviewed in Subscription 
Books Bulletin, January 1942. 

The Committee has no information as 
to the premium basis on which this title 
will be sold in connection with magazine 
subscriptions. 


Facts on file ; a weekly synopsis of world 
events, with cumulative index. 29cm. 
x 23cm. N.Y., Person’s index, Facts 
on file, inc. loose-leaf, including blue 
buckram covered binder. Regular sub- 
scription $20 a year; budget subscrip- 
tion $21, payable in quarterly payments 
of $6 on receipt of binder and $5 there- 
after. (Bound volume, 1941, $16.) 


Facts on file is a weekly index and 
synopsis of world events. It is purely 
objective—impartial and unbiased. It 
appears in two sections—an eight page 
synopsis of outstanding events in the 
news, and a cumulative alphabetical 
key or index brought up to date each 
week. 

Each issue treats . the signifi- 
cant news of nine fields: Nationa 
Affairs, Defense, Foreign Affairs, 
Latin-America, Finance & Economics, 
Education & Religion, Arts & Science, 
Sports & Miscellaneous . . . rit is) 
published two days after the last day 
covered in the news . . . ;the index, 
is printed on colored stock for quick 
location in the binder. 


The statements above are from the 
prospectus and sum up the physical char- 
acteristics of the publication, which began 
November 1940, v.1, no.1, Oct. 30- 
Nov. 5, 1940. No editor is named, but 
outstanding personalities are included in 
the nine-man advisory board for some of 
the special fields. 

The main section devoted to news items 
is printed in two columns. Each news 
item of the week appears in its chronolog- 
ical position under the heading of its gen- 
eral field of interest. It: begins with its 
own “headline” in black-faced type. All 
items are written in the present or the fu- 
ture tense which is unusual in a weekly 
summary of events. The news notes vary 
in length from 2 or 3 lines in many en- 
tries to the 35 devoted to the main state- 
ment of the initial Japanese attack in the 
Pacific. The style is sufficiently con- 
densed to give a maximum of facts in the 
space allowed. There are cross references 

-in the text itself which can be easily 
traced. The total information under all 
headings for any given day probably aver- 
ages about 25 items. 

The page margins are broken up at 
short intervals by black capital letters 
(usually seven to a column) which pro- 
vide part of the key used in the index. 

The cumulative index pages are ar- 
ranged in four columns with the entries 
chronologically in paragraph form under 
each subject used. In cases of popular 
subjects it is necessary to know the ap- 
proximate date of an event, as the entries, 
under Great Britain for example, cover 
columns in the quarterly cumulation. In- 
formation under specific subject is easier 
to locate. To get the best use of the index 
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one should look up first the most specific 
phase and avoid using until later the large 
general headings. For example, a very 
brief report of an airline accident is in- 
dexed under the name of the airline and 
the subjects—Accidents, and Aviation— 
but is found more rapidly by looking 
under the name of the airline. The index 
includes cross references, too, as Raiders— 
see Shipping. The code is simple to use, 
e.g., “12—29, 489L” means “Decem- 
ber 29, page 489, Section L.” Each index, 
as it appears, is clearly marked to show the 
period of the year covered. This mechan- 
ical organization is especially commend- 
able. A check of a number of news items 
showed that they were repeated under 
several entries, both general and specific, 
in the index or had adequate cross refer- 
ences. 

The facts selected for inclusion as a 
general rule seem to have national or in- 
ternational significance. The items 
chosen, when compared with newspapers 
of the same dates, represent a fair 
cross section of happenings. The large 
library might find the index an aid in 
using the current newspaper files. ‘The 
New York Times Index which appears 
monthly will prove adequate to the needs 
of many libraries. However, Facts on 
file appears more frequently and, though 
briefer than the New York Times Index, 
it serves to bridge the gap between issues 
of the latter. 

Where current factual information 
given in its briefest form is needed from 
day to day, and the use warrants the cost 
of the indexing service, as in large univer- 
sity or public libraries, Facts on file is 
recommended. 


Famous Americans, second series; ed. 
by Warren Huff and Edna Lenore 
Webb Huff. 24%4cm. Los Angeles, 
Charles Webb & co., c1941. 64Ip. 
buckram $7.50; $6 to libraries and 
schools. 


According to the preface three main 
purposes have been kept in view in pre- 
paring this work: 


First, to supply the general reader 
in compact form fifty biographical 
sketches of outstanding contemporary 
Americans. 
Second, to provide inspirational and 
authoritative source material for use as 
the basis of papers, speeches, and refer- 
ence work. Material for further 
reading . . . is cited in the Selected 
References .... 
Third, to give a picture of America 
a 
Famous Americans, second series, was 
preceded in 1914 by a volume of 594 
pages entitled Famous living Americans, 
edited by Mary Griffin Webb and Edna 
Lenore Webb, priced at $5. The word 
“living” was omitted from the title of 
the new volume and the scope broadened 
to cover a period rather than to include 
only notables living at the time the 
biographies were written. ‘The period 
covered is approximately that of the ad- 
ministrations of Herbert Hoover and 
the first two of Franklin D. Roosevelt. 
The content of the volume includes an 
essay “The reading of biography,” by 
Harold E. B. Speight and the 50 bio- 
graphical sketches prepared by various au- 
thors, nearly two thirds of whom are 
listed in Who’s who in America. The 
sketches arranged alphabetically cover 
individuals outstanding in a wide range 
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of fields. Subjects of the sketches as 
they appear in alphabetical sequence are 
Grace Abbott, Martha Berry, Wil- 
liam E. Borah, Gamaliel Bradford, 
Nicholas Murray Butler, Richard E. 
Byrd, George Washington Carver, Willa 
Cather, etc. 

The reference value of the sketches is 
about the same as that of magazine ar- 
ticles. In general the sketches, averag- 
ing about ten pages each, are anecdotal 
rather than critical. On the whole they 
are well written but the style of writing 
varies considerably with the authorship. 
The bias and prejudices of the authors 
are evident, as shown in some sketches 
which tend to be eulogistic and others 
which verge on the debunking style. 

Twenty of the persons in Famous 
Americans have sketches in Current 
biography, 1940 and 1941. The latter 
of course are much briefer. Libraries 
having fairly strong collections of con- 
temporary biography will be able to locate 
other material on many of these 50 per- 
sons through the Essay and general litera- 
ture index. 

Famous Americans, second series, is 
satisfactory in format for library use. 
Excellent photographs of each of the bi- 
ographees is included in the volume. 

Small libraries with limited collections 
of contemporary biography might find 
this volume helpful. It might also be 
considered as a supplementary purchase 
by other libraries. Where there is a 
definite need for this type of material 
Famous Americans, second series, is 
recommended. 


The mother’s encyclopedia, comp. and 


ee. 





ed. by the editors of Parents’ Maga- 

zine. 6v. N.Y., The parents’ insti- 

tute, inc., c1933, c1942. illus. xxi, 

1432p. (“Sold with a three-year sub- 

scription to Parents’ Magazine for $9. 
. the single copy price of 36 issues 
in a three-year subscription.”—Verso 

of title page v.1.) 

The first edition of Mother’s encyclo- 
pedia which appeared in 1933, was re- 
viewed in Subscription Books Bulletin, 
January 1934. In the present edition the 
original four volumes have been expanded 
to six by the inclusion of additional ma- 
terial in both new and revised articles. 

The information is intended for use 
by parents in caring for and bringing up 
their children from birth until coming 
of age. It is further intended as a sum- 
mary of fundamentals with which to 
supplement current knowledge. More 
than two thousand topics are discussed, 
ranging from Accidents, Art apprecia- 
tion, Bottle feeding, through Negativism, 
Petting, Race prejudice, to Storytelling, 
Tantrums and Worry. 

Arrangement is alphabetical by sub- 
ject, as Rest, and by catch title, as Boy 
meets girl. A full index leads to main 
articles or subdivisions thereof as well 
as to related topics. This is a distinct 
improvement over the original index. 

The volumes are small and compact, 
and illustrated with a few photographs. 
Paper is inferior but print is clear and 
legible. 

Articles are signed by contributors, 
some of whom are notable in their own 
fields, as Smiley Blanton, Sidonie M. 
Gruenberg and Apgelo Patri. Other 
contributors are listed without address 
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or identification. The style varies with 
the author, sometimes being clear and 
straightforward, again occasionally verg- 
ing on the informal and playful. 

Attitudes are reasonable, sensible and, 
in general, free from sentimentality. 
However, the fundamental weakness of 
such a work, as pointed out in the review 
of the earlier edition, lies in the difficulty 
of treating so many vital subjects ade- 
quately in limited space. Since no bibli- 
ographies are included and no suggestions 
made for further reading in any subject, 
it is hard to avoid the implication that 
the final word has been said here. 

While there is much material offering 
sensible, practical help to the average 
family where normal situations prevail, 
most public libraries will have in books 
and pamphlets the same, and far more, 
information presented from many differ- 
ent points of view. Mother's encyclopedia 
is, therefore, recommended only for home 
use. 


A new dictionary of quotations on 
historical principles from ancient 
and modern sources, selected and 
ed. by H. L. Mencken. 24cm. N.Y., 
Knopf, c1942. xiii, 1347p. buckram 
$7.50. 

According to the editor in his preface, 
this book is based upon a collection of 
quotations begun about 1918 for his own 
use. Mr. Mencken’s first intention of 
keeping only those sayings of interest to 
himself not already in existing books of 
quotations was changed to admit some of 
the “common stock” of other such works. 
Special attention has been given to 
proverbs of all peoples, newly chosen 


Biblical quotations and translations of 
foreign quotations. 

The compiler has stated that any col- 
lection of quotations should serve four 
purposes. First it should furnish the 
precise text of the quotation; secondly it 
should establish the authorship, or date, 
or both; the third purpose is to serve 
users who desire authority for arguments 
or embellishment of discourses; and the 
fourth is to furnish entertaining brows- 
ing. 

The quotations are arranged by sub- 
ject in a single alphabet. Proper names 
of outstanding men and women, cities, 
states in the United States and nations 
are included among the large number of 
rubrics. Social and economic subjects of 
special interest in the United States are 
well represented. In this group there 
is a generous sprinkling of quotations 
from the 1930’s and a very few from the 
1940’s, although the bulk are from the 
eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. 
The usual abstract subjects are to be 
found and many unexpected topics such 
as Birth control, Child labor, Radio, and 
Picketing. Also as sources, the Republican 
and Democratic national platforms, the 
Constitution of the U.S.S.R., 1924, and 
the Congressional record of the United 
States have been drawn upon. 

Information under the subject di- 
visions includes the various quotations in 
chronological sequence. Below each quo- 
tation is the name of the earliest ascer- 
tained author, only, with first name or 
with two initials, and the title of the 
work in which the quotation appears, 
followed by its date. Page numbers are 
not given in the citation but occasionally 
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chapter numbers are indicated, as are 
chapter and verse numbers in Biblical 
references and act numbers for plays, 
though scene and line numbers are 
omitted. Proverbs follow the dated quo- 
tations and are arranged by country. 

Although the quotations are arranged 
under a profusion of headings those 
chosen are not always adequate and are 
sometimes uneven in form. Some users 
may question the choice of such subjects 
as Airy, Alive, Alarmist, Damozel, Di- 
lemma or the quotations cited thereunder. 
There is only one entry under Treasure, 
under Star less than two columns (Ste- 
venson’s Home book of quotations has 
eleven columns) and under Fog only 
two entries. Examples given under each 
heading are not always representative, 
e.g., those under Rights, Women’s con- 
tain no statements by the great pioneers 
of the movement. 

A new dictionary of quotations gives 
evidence of less careful editing than many 
existing dictionaries of quotations. The 
quotation “Books are for company .. .” 
is cited ““They are for company .. .” and 
ascribed to Whitelock rather than Whit- 
lock. Under Spider, the old Howitt 
rhyme “Will you walk into my parlor 
...” fails to follow the English spelling 
which is generally used. This is true also 
of numerous citations from Shakespeare. 
The quotation about strange bedfellows, 
under Politics, is ascribed to C. E. 
Warner although the author’s middle 
initial is D. Not all quotations are cred- 
ited to the original source, nor is the 
history of a quotation always dealt with 
as satisfactorily as in other books of quota- 
tions, e.g., the quotation under Rising, 





Early ascribed to John Clarke; the fa- 
miliar “Man bites dog” under News. 

A new dictionary of quotations lacks 
an author index. The only approach to 
a quotation is through the subjects chosen 
for the main alphabet since the volume has 
no key-word index. Numerous see and see 
also references overcome some of the dif- 
ficulties arising from this lack, but no 
choice of subject headings can be as spe- 
cific and easily used as key-words which 
afford the user several avenues of ap- 
proach. Some see also: references are 
obscure either because of the subject 
under which they are entered or because 
the specific one is lost in a mass of un- 
related subjects. For example the refer- 
ence Cathedral, see also Tree refers to 
the sixteenth quotation under Tree but is 
found only by reading the preceding 
fifteen quotations. 

Summing up the four purposes, ac- 
cording to Mr. Mencken, for which such 
a volume is to be used, it is less effective 
than the average quotation book in the 
first three because of the faults of me- 
chanical format, and the brevity of the 
quotations given. However it does ful- 
fil the fourth purpose by supplying enter- 
taining browsing for the person with a 
literary turn to his curiosity. It will be 
of interest also to admirers of Mr. 
Mencken, for it reflects the individuality 
of the compiler. Large university or 
public libraries where every book of 
quotations has potential value will find 
the volume useful. For such libraries 
and as a browsing volume in a personal 
library A new dictionary of quotations 
is recommended. 
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The progress of science; a review of 
1941; editor, S. Edgar Farquhar; ad- 
visory editor, H. Horton Sheldon. 
25cm. N.Y., The Grolier society, inc., 
c1942. 404p. illus. $2.95. 

The present volume, the second issued 
by the Grolier society to record the 
major scientific achievements during the 
year, reviews the events of 1941 as the 
previous volume dealt with those of 1940. 
The editors believe there is need for a 
single source which assembles and classi- 
fies the information about major current 
developments in science and invention, 
for use by students and lay public. This 
the yearbook attempts to do. 

There is a wide range of subjects such 
as Aptitude determination, Industrial 
hazards to plastics, Reclamation, and 
Zoology, as well as biographies of some 
outstanding contemporary scientists. Ar- 
ticles vary in length from one column to 
several pages, each of the longer discus- 
sions appearing over the signature of a 
competent authority in the field. Among 
these authorities are Roy Chapman 
Andrews, O. H. Caldwell, Ernest L. 
Little, and Alexander Klemin. Biogra- 
phies, which are short, are not signed. 
Three pages are devoted to obituaries of 
prominent scientists who died during the 
past year. A biographical sketch in the 
yearbook is indicated by a star beside the 
person’s name in the obituary list. 

The style throughout is clear, readable, 
and informative. Facts or implications 
are pertinent, and where omissions are 
noted they may be, as pointed out in the 
editor’s foreword, ascribed to restrictions 
imposed by the needs of a world at war. 

Certain editorial improvements have 


been made since the 1941 volume ap- 
peared, notably the addition of a Topical 
analysis, or index. This removes from 
the body of the text all cross references, 
and makes readily discernible the many 
topical subdivisions of the long articles. 

Bibliographies at ends of articles are 
usually limited to one to three books 
which appeared during the past year and 
list only author and title. 

The date 1942 appearing on the cover 
is misleading since the contents very defi- 
nitely deal only with events of 1941. If 
the yearbook is continued, the editors 
might omit the current date from the 
cover, or use the complete title thereon. 

In both binding and type, and in the 
reproduction of photographs and dia- 
grams, the format of the volume is satis- 
factory. Considered as a summary of the 
year’s significant events in the field of 
pure and applied science for the use of 
laymen, Progress of science is recom- 
mended. 


Standardized plant names: a revised 
and enlarged listing of approved scien- 
tific and common names of plants and 
plant products in American commerce 
or use; prepared for the American 
joint committee on_ horticultural 
nomenclature by... Harlan P. Kelsey 
and William A. Dayton. 2d ed. 23%4- 
em. Harrisburg, Pa., J. Horace Mc- 
Farland co., c1942. xv, 675p. buckram 
$10.50; 20 per cent discount to li- 
braries. 

This is the second edition of a coopera- 
tive work first undertaken in 1915 by a 
joint committee of the American associa- 
tion of nurserymen and The ornamental 
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growers association. Like the first edi- 
tion, published in 1923, this is an attempt 
to bring order out of the chaos of horti- 
cultural nomenclature, adopt rules for 
the naming of new plants, and provide a 
standard for both scientific and common 
names. This edition represents a high de- 
gree of collaboration among some 20 
societies, 200 collaborators, and the vari- 
ous bureaus of the Department of Agri- 
culture in Washington. In addition the 
International rules of botanical nomen- 
clature “have governed the scientific 
nomenclature of this book.” 

The list is strictly alphabetical, three 
columns to the page. Each page is headed 
by legible guide words indicating first 
and last heading used on the page. Oc- 
casionally the page format is varied to 
accommodate special plant lists, a valu- 
able feature of the book. For instance, 
under the heading Drug plant names, 
are listed the drug name, the botanical 
name, the common name of plants used 
medicinally. This list comprises 27 
pages. Similarly there are special lists 
under Aquarium plants, Fiber plants, 
Lumber trade names (30p.), Range 
plants (13p.), State flowers and trees, 
Patents, Plant by name and number, and 
55 other headings, each inserted in its 
alphabetical place. 

Throughout the list a few well-selected 
abbreviations and symbols indicate clons, 
hybrids, polybrids, and plants useful to 
wildlife. Boldface type indicates ap- 
proved scientific names; small capitals, 
common names; and italics, synonyms or 
unapproved names. In general more 
complete scientific information is given 
under the scientific name; while lists of 





horticultural varieties are given under 
the common name. Listing, however, ap- 
pears to be generous under both. Innova- 
tions in this edition include: 

1. Indication of accented syllable in 
scientific names 

2. Symbol indicating clons and poly- 
brids 

3. Glossary of terms 
In addition explanatory paragraphs are 
frequent throughout the list, acknowl- 
edging help of collaborators, citing 
more complete treatment or sources used, 
and listing special abbreviations. In the 
case of the Bamboo, the explanatory 
paragraph consists of one-third column; 
under Chrysanthemum, the list of ab- 
breviations of originators consumes four 
columns, while the list of horticultural 
varieties takes up 12 pages. 

Since the publication of the first edi- 
tion, Standardized plant names has been 
adopted as the standard for botanical 
nomenclature by many organizations. 
This greatly enlarged and improved edi- 
tion will undoubtedly increase the list 
of users. It should be indispensable to 
nurserymen, plant breeders, and _horti- 
culturists, to large libraries and to special 
libraries in the plant sciences, and, for 
them, it is recommended. 


Who’s who in American education; 
an illustrated biographical dictionary 
of eminent living educators of the 
United States; ed. by Robert C. Cook. 
10th ed., 1941-42. Nashville, ‘Tenn., 
Who’s who in American education, 
inc., c1942. 1250p. illus. blue buck- 
ram $10. 


Earlier editions of Who’s who in 





A listing in this Bulletin does not 














38 SUBSCRIPTION Books BULLETIN 





American education were reviewed in 
the Subscription Books Bulletin, October 
1930 and July 1940. 

The criticisms of earlier volumes still 
apply. The importance of persons in- 
cluded varies greatly. Some quite unim- 
portant people are included while such 
persons as Robert G. Vail, Carleton B. 
Joeckel, Willard C. Olson, Lou Labrant, 
Laura Zirbes and Patty Hill are omitted. 
The preface states that “Practically all 
of the men and women included were 
recommended to us by university and 
college presidents or by other educators 
now included in Who’s who in American 
education.” 

There are so many references to 
volumes VII, VIII and IX that it is 
practically necessary to have the earlier 
volumes to supplement the present one. 
At the end of certain biographies refer- 
ence is made to other biographical dic- 
tionaries in which information on the 
person may be found. In cases of some 
very prominent educators information is 
included here even though it is readily 
available elsewhere; in other cases it is 
omitted. Completeness of information 
for those persons included seems very 
uneven also. 

The Committee has examined the 
publisher’s revision proof blank. This 
blank offered six options, all of which in- 
volved the payment of money, either the 
purchase price with a reduction or a 
“share of the expense of setting .. . 
sketch in new type for use in Who’s who 
in American education.” ‘The blank 
further indicated that a charge is made 
for inclusion of a portrait. 

In view of the unevenness in selection 


of the people included and the omission 
of so many important persons in the field 
of education, the book is not recom- 
mended. ‘Those libraries having a need 
for all available biographical information 
may find the volume of some use. 


Who’s who in philosophy: volume I, 
Anglo-American philosophers: 
Dagobert D. Runes, ed., Lester E. 
Denonn, Ralph B. Winn, associate 
eds. 23cm. [N.Y.] Philosophical li- 
brary, 1942. 293p. cloth $5. 


The editor of this volume is also editor 
of The dictionary of philosophy which 
is reviewed elsewhere in this issue. Both 
titles are issued by Philosophical library. 

Volume I of Who’s who in philosophy 
is a biographical dictionary and _ bibli- 
ographical record of living Anglo- 
American philosophers. A second volume 
to include philosophers in the non- 
English-speaking countries is planned. 
The data for each person listed usually 
includes date and place of birth, residence, 
title of doctoral dissertation, institution 
and date, education, positions held, mem- 
bership in learned societies, publications 
including major articles published in 
scientific journals. The bibliographical 
data is usually very full but biographical 
information is less than in such publica- 
tions as Who’s who in America. Accord- 
ing to the preface, “One of the major 
aspects of Who’s who in philosophy is the 
recording of doctoral dissertations.” 

The volume lists such outstanding liv- 
ing philosophers as John Dewey, George 
Santayana, Cyril E. M. Joad, Irwin Ed- 
man, Bertrand Russell, and Ralph Bar- 
ton Perry and philosophers of lesser note 
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among the more than one thousand bio- 
graphical entries. In the alphabetical 
sequence C-Ch, Who’s who in philosophy 
lists 24 American philosophers of whom 
only five are listed in W ho’s who in Amer- 
ica. A check of several biographical 
sketches shows that the data given is 
fairly accurate though some minor dis- 
crepancies were noted. 

The format of the volume is satisfac- 
tory for library use. 

This book, because of its subject field, 
is limited in usefulness for the general 
library, and in most cases will not be 
considered a necessary purchase. Large 
university or public libraries and scholars 
in the field of philosophy may find it 
helpful because of the extensive bibli- 
ographical data included. Where there 
is a need for this specialized biographical 
tool it is recommended. 


Young folks’ library; 4th ed. revised 
in conference by Thomas Bailey 
Aldrich, editor-in-chief, President 
William Jewett Tucker, Hamilton 
Wright Mabie, Henry Van Dyke, 
Nathan Haskell Dole. 20v. Chicago, 
Auxiliary educational league, 1938. 
illus. deluxe fabrikoid $69.50. 


The c1929 edition of this set was re- 
viewed in Subscription Books Bulletin, 
April 1930, v.1, no.2, p.15. The Com- 
mittee has been unable to obtain a review 
copy of the set now being issued with the 
1938 imprint. However, comparison of 
the prospectus volume of Young folks’ 
library, 4th ed., 1938, with the previous 
review, indicates that there has been no 
material change in the set. Although 
the title page of the 1938 set carries the 


statement “4th edition revised in con- 
ference . . .” it is to be noted that none 
of the persons listed as editors was living 
in 1938. Thomas Bailey Aldrich is still 
listed as editor-in-chief although his death 
occurred in 1907. The content of the 
set as judged by the prospectus, with the 
exception of the accompanying Manual 
of character education, appears to be es- 
sentially that of the edition of 1901. 

Charles E. Knapp, inc., Chicago, pub- 
lishers of this set, indicate that a new 
edition of Young folks’ library is being 
prepared. 


NOTE 

Your mastery of English, reviewed in 
the April 1942 issue of Subscription Books 
Bulletin, which formerly appeared only 
in a set of 65 brochures, is now being 
bound in six volumes in dark brown 
fabrikoid with gold stamping, P. F. 
Collier & son corporation, publisher 
announces. The publisher indicates that 
the six volumes are smaller and more 
compact than the brochure set. The Com- 
mittee has not examined the six volume 
bound set. 


PRICE CHANGES 
The price of Scribner radio music li- 
brary, reviewed in Subscription Books 
Bulletin, October 1932, is $48, subject to 
20 per cent discount to libraries, and a 5 
per cent discount for cash on net price, 
making cash price to libraries $36.48. 


New list prices on the Encyclopedia 
Americana are as follows: 


Interlaken’s red library buckram .$164.50 
Blue guild buckram.......... 144.50 
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These new prices went into effect June 


15, 1942. 


“CEASE AND DESIST” ORDER 


The Federal Trade Commission, in an 
order issued Tuesday, May 12, 1942, 
ordered the General surveys, inc., 203 
North Wabash Ave., and G. J. Doucette, 
to discontinue misrepresentation in the 
sale of the American educator encyclo- 
paedia and loose-leaf extension services. 
In its report the Commission stated that it 


found that prospective purchasers were 
led to believe that they were securing 
in buying the books and services, some 
advantage not available to the public 
generally. Actually, the Commission 
reports, anyone could buy the books 
and services on the same terms and con- 
ditions. Respondents were ordered to 
cease representing as ‘free’ any books, 
loose-leaf extension material or other 
merchandise whose cost is included in 
the purchase price of other articles of- 
fered in combination therewith. 

Other representations ordered discon- 
tinued are that any books, loose-leaf 
extension material or other merchan- 


dise or services for which payment is 
later demanded or collected will be 
furnished to purchasers or other arti- 
cles or services without additional 
charge; and that the price at which 
any books, loose-leaf extension material 
or other merchandise are customarily 
or regularly offered for sale, separately 
or in combination, in the ordinary 
course of business, is lower than the 
customary or regular price, or is a 
special or reduced price available only 
to particular groups of persons, or is 
available for a limited time only. 


From the Report of the Chicago Better 


Business Bureau, June 11, 1942. 








pene to quote a review in full 
is granted only to the publisher of 
the work reviewed. Permission to quote 
a review in part must be obtained from 
the American Library Association. 
Publishers of books or sets recom- 
mended herem wishing to refer to the 
Subscription Books Committee’s ap- 
praisal of their work should avoid such 
statements as “Recommended (or en- 
dorsed) by the A.L.A.” Such a state- 
ment falsely implies action on the part 
of the Association. 
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